
 
 
 
 

The Hamner Institutes For Health Sciences Receives Grant 
For Cancer Prevention Research 

National Cancer Institute And The University Of Alabama At Birmingham 
Award $450,000 Grant To Dr. Sheela Sharma 

 
 
RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, N.C. – Dr. William F. Greenlee, president and CEO of The 
Hamner Institutes for Health Sciences, an independent, nonprofit organization that offers an 
open, collaborative and cross-disciplinary approach to strengthen the research investment in 
biomedical sciences, has announced that Dr. Sheela Sharma, senior research investigator in the 
Preclinical Prevention Research Program at The Hamner, has been awarded $450,000 over a 
period of 18 months from the National Cancer Institute and the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.  Dr. Sharma is working with collaborators at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham to identify new cancer chemoprevention agents, chemical compounds used to 
prevent, stop, or reverse the development of cancer.  Dr. Sharma has developed relevant cell 
culture systems that allow for broad scale efficacy and toxicity testing, which will aid in the 
identification of chemoprevention agents. 
 
Related Links: 
 www.thehamner.org 

www.uab.edu  
www.cancer.gov  
 

News Facts:  
• Dr. Sheela Sharma, senior research investigator in the Preclinical Prevention and 

Toxicology Program at the Hamner, has been awarded $450,000 over a period of 18 
months from the National Cancer Institute and the University of Alabama Birmingham. 

• Dr. Sharma is working with collaborators at the University of Alabama at Birmingham to 
identify new cancer chemoprevention agents, chemical compounds used to prevent, 
stop, or reverse the development of cancer. 

• Dr. Sharma has developed relevant cell culture systems that allow for broad scale 
efficacy and toxicity testing, which will aid in the identification of chemoprevention agents. 

 
Quotes:  
“The fight against cancer is near to all of our hearts and this helps to underline the importance for 
new chemoprevention agents,” said Greenlee.  “Dr. Sharma’s culture systems will allow her, and 
those along with her, collaborators to better identify cancer prevention treatments.”  
 
About The Hamner Institutes for Health Sciences:  
Located on a 56-acre campus in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, The Hamner Institutes 
for Health Sciences is an independent, nonprofit organization that unites academia, the private 
sector and government to conduct translational research to improve public health and expedite 
the development of new and safe medicines. With the ultimate goal of preventing and curing 
disease, The Hamner offers an open, collaborative and cross-disciplinary approach to strengthen 
the research investment in biomedical sciences.  CIIT, the flagship institute for The Hamner, has 
been recognized for more than 30 years as a leader in research in environmental risk 
assessment and health sciences. For more information, please visit www.thehamner.org or call 
(919) 558-1200. 
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